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CONTACT: Stacie Leatherman 

(216) 707-2265 
sleatherman@clevelandart.org 

Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates Holiday Season with 
Winter Lights Lantern Festival Dec. 6-8 

Event Culminates With Holiday CircleFest Sunday, Dec. 8 

CLEVELAND (Oct. 30, 2002) — Celebrate the holiday season at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) as it 
presents the ninth annual Winter Lights Lantern Festival Friday, Dec. 6 through Sunday, Dec. 8, 2002. Inspired 
by the centuries-old, cross-cultural tradition of ceremonial lighting displays, this festival is the museum’s 
contribution to Holiday CircleFest (Dec. 8 from 1 to 6 p.m.), a day of seasonal music, gift shopping, workshops 
and refreshments hosted by the University Circle community. 

To kick off the lantern festival on Friday, the museum will present the collaborative art installation 
Environment of Lights Friday evening on Wade Oval, with dance performances in the installation site at 6:30, 

7 and 8:15 p.m. Robin VanLear, the museum’s artistic director of community arts, will collaborate with artists 
Michael Guy-James, Wendy Mahon and Mark Sugiuchi to create a ceremonial light installation 100 feet in 
diameter. Using bamboo, stone, metal, fabric and natural wood, these artists will create four unique entrances 
facing north, south, east and west (each 12 x 12 feet). Lighted within, each entrance and the installation’s inner 
space will feature original music by Carl Johnson. 

Inside the installation, four wooden posts will be illuminated, carved and inscribed with the artists’ 
designs. The music will be a synthesis of the compositions featured at each of the four entrances. The installation 
will remain on view through Dec. 8. 

Also on Friday evening, Karamu House actors will present From Mother to Son — a selection of scenes 
from Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun — at 7 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. Free tickets are available at the 
museiun’s ticket counter during museum hours. Tickets may also be reserved by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888- 
CMA-0033 (a small handling fee applies). 

The Case Western Reserve University Early Music Singers and Baroque Orchestra, led by conductor Ross 
Duffin, will perform Marc Antoine Charpentier’s Messe de Miniut pour Noel as well as French carols of the 1 6th 
and 17th centuries on Friday at 7:30 p.m. This concert will take place in the Indoor Garden Court. 

On Sunday, the lantern festival will climax with a procession of lantern carriers to Wade Oval, where they 
will encircle the Environment of Lights. Open to everyone, the procession will begin from the museum’s north 
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doors at 5:30 p.m., led by the dancers and invited artists with their own specially created lanterns. Dancers will 
carry majestic batiked silk umbrellas (each 12 feet tall) illuminated with twinkle lights; all will be costumed in 
white garments with batiked accents of green-blue grass patterns. Free workshops for the public to make umbrella 
lanterns will be offered on Sunday from 2 to 4:30 p.m.; timed tickets for these workshops will be available in the 
north lobby beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

Lantern displays will be on view in the Indoor Garden Court and the north lobby. Lanterns created by 
invited artists specifically for the procession will be on view in the museum’s lower level throughout the weekend. 
Lanterns created by museum members and Womens Council members will be available for purchase in the 
museum store. 

Other free CircleFest events will be: 

• 12:30 p.m.: gallery talk, Elizabeth Catlett 

• 1 :30 p.m.: gallery talk, Photographs from The George Gund Foundation Collection 

• 1 and 2 p.m.: seasonal music performed by the Cleveland Music School Settlement’s Madrigal Singers 

• 2 to 4:30 p.m.: a hands-on, drop-in workshop for all ages, Ancient Art Feast 

• 2:30 p.m.: gallery talk. The Nativity in Art 

• 2:30 p.m.: works by Handel, Bossi and Part, performed by Karel Paukert, organ 

Shopping and Refreshments 

Unique gifts will be available for purchase in the Museum Store, including items inspired by tlie major exhibition 
Magna Graecia (on view through Jan. 5, 2003). The store offers Northeast Ohio’s largest selection of fine arts 
calendars and cards, art books and posters, sculpture replicas and exclusive lines of fine art jewelry. 

Visitors are invited to snack on gingerbread cookies and warm cider available in the north lobby, or have 
dinner, pizza and other fun treats at the Still Lifes Cafe. 

Holiday CircleFest is presented by University Circle Incorporated and is sponsored by Cleveland Public 
Power, The Home Savings and Loan Company and WEWS News Channel 5. Additional support is provided by 
Kaiser Permanente. Promotional support is courtesy of 89.7 WKSU-FM, 107.3 The WAVE, The Plain Dealer, 
cleveland.com, Cleveland Magazine and Greater Cleveland RTA. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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